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date, i.e. 1628, certain undated documents referring to
a proposed debasement of the coinage. These papers
express at great length Briot's views on such matters.
It has crossed my mind that possibly one at least of
these protests would be more correctly placed somewhat
later than 1628, because allusion is therein made to
recent alterations in the French currency, and between
the years 1636 and 1641 material changes took place
in the Paris mint, whereas in 1628 no special reduction
in money-values appears to correspond with a proclama-
tion to which Briot refers as having been " newly made
in France."33 Indeed, so far as my small knowledge
of French numismatics suggests, the radical alterations
of 1636, which ultimately caused the reforms of 1640-1,
would be more in consonance with a remark made by our
engraver on the " raising of the prise of the monyes by a
fourth part." Be this as it may, this document and another
of the same nature,34 although, perhaps, of the earlier
indicated date, embody alternative schemes considered
by Briot as permissible. He urged "that the forging
of gold coins shalbee continued with the same finesse
weight and value as it is at this present", but in the
one argument35 advised the King "to raise silver and
to sheare it upon 66 peeces by the pound weight which
are fower peeces of augmention in one pound weight",
whilst in the second36 he limits this computation to
"Sixty fower shillings, which is the proportion of 12|
of Silver to the Gold," but wishes " to make litle peeces

33                                 MS. State Papers, Domestic, Carl, I, Vol. DXXIX. No. 97.   The
French edict had, it appeared, been registered at the "Court of
Monnyes " without the consent of the " Chamber of Accounts."

34                                MS. State Papers, Carl. I, Yol. CXXIV. No. 68.

35                                 Ibid.

38 State Papers Domestic, Carl. I, Vol. DXXIX, No. 97.